
A.P. U.S. Government and Politics & A.P. Comparative Government & Politics 

Summer Assignment 2013 

 

Objective: 

This assignment is designed to familiarize students with the various institutions of the U.S. Government, as well 

as to gain familiarity with the six countries (China, Great Britain, Iran, Mexico, Nigeria, and Russia) studied in 

A.P. Comparative Government and Politics.  By examining current events, students will begin to familiarize 

themselves with topics we will be studying in greater detail during the academic year.  Students will gain an 

understanding of how these topics are evidenced in our society today.  

 

Requirements: 

1. Locate two articles from two different sources dealing with each of the topics listed below (I-VIII), for 

a total of 12 articles.  The article must be 10 paragraphs or more and dated June 8th through August 

28
th
.  Attach a copy of the article to your summary.  Even if an article discusses multiple topics, it may 

only be used once.  For each category choose one article about U.S. Government and Politics, and one 

article about one of the Comparative Countries.  You must analyze one article for each of the six 

comparative countries.  Summer Assignment is due: Tuesday, September 17
th

.      

 

Potential sources (you may use sources not included in this list as well): 

The Washington Post  The Washington Times 

The New York Times  Newsweek 

TheHill.com   USA Today 

CNN.com  The Economist** find this on the DHS Media Center website!! 

Christian Science Monitor Time 

BBC.com   Aljazeera English (online)  

*** http://compgovpol.blogspot.com/ Teaching Comparative Government and Politics—a current events 

blog kept by an A.P. CompGov teacher with links to news articles.  You can subscribe to this blog and 

receive e-mails as new entries are posted. 

 

2. After reading the article, complete a written analysis using the Journal Entry worksheet.  This 

information should be handwritten.  Please neatly organize articles and analysis in a folder or 

notebook, include a cover page in the front and the rubric in the back.   

 

Grading: 

The summary and analysis of each current event will be worth 5 points: 

All Analysis MUST BE HANDWRITTEN.  Typed analysis will not be accepted.   

1 points—copy of article attached 

2 points—summary of article 

2 points—analysis of article 

 

Total = 60 points 

 

STUDENTS THAT SUBMIT THE ASSIGNMENT ON THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL WILL RECEIVE 10 

BONUS POINTS 

http://compgovpol.blogspot.com/


Topics: 

 

I. Executive: (President, Bureaucracy) 

This article should focus on the actions of the President; this may include an evaluation of 

Obama’s leadership, actions, policies, etc.  Bureaucracy, agency, commission, board, or 

bureau that is part of the federal (national) government.  This may include:  the FBI, the CIA, 

NASA, the Environmental Protection Agency, the Federal Communications Commission, 

any cabinet-level department (Defense, State, Interior, etc.). 

 

II. Legislative Branch: (Congress/ Parliament) 

This article should focus on a bill being considered by the House of Representatives, Senate, 

or both.  It may also focus on the actions of a member of Congress, as they relate to 

performing his/her job (not running for reelection, that’s a different topic).  For comparative 

countries, they may have a similar presidential system or a parliamentary system.   

 

III. The Federal Judiciary: (Supreme Court, Civil Rights & Liberties) 

This article should examine a case that is being considered in FEDERAL court; this may 

include the Supreme Court, one of the Federal Court of Appeals, or a Federal District Court.  

This article may also include a case that deals with violations of the civil liberties as outlined 

in the Bill of Rights, or Civil Rights related to citizenship.    

 

\ 

IV. Campaigns, Elections, and Voter Behavior 

This article should focus on the political campaign of a candidate participating in an 

upcoming election.  This may include a candidate for Governor or local office.  Voter 

Turnout and Behavior, This article should focus on voting trends.  It may focus on trends 

either in elections that have already occurred, or it may predict trends in future elections.  

 

V. Interest Groups 

This article should focus on the efforts of an interest group to influence laws, policy, or an 

election.  Examples of interest groups include:  National Rifle Association, American Civil 

Liberties Union, National Organization of Women, Christian Coalition. 

 

VI. Political Parties 

This article should focus on the actions of a political party to influence the political process 

(through winning elections, discrediting the other party, or passing legislation). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Additional Options for 2013 Summer Assignment for U.S. Government 

 

Students may complete the options provided below to take the place of ONLY the U.S. articles (6 articles).  See 

replacement point guidelines on the rubric.    

 

OPTION ONE: 

Spend at least 6 hours volunteering for a political campaign and write a one page reflection paper. (each 

volunteer hour will count as 1 articles if you are combining options). 

On November 5
th
, 2013 we will be electing a Governor, Lt. Governor, Attorney General, and members of the 

House of Delegates in Virginia.   

 

If you want to take advantage of this option, here’s what you should do: 

1. Research and identify a candidate you want to volunteer for. 

2. Read through the candidate’s websites, find one you like and would want to support. 

3. Look for a section on the website that says “Get Involved” or “Volunteer”.  Usually they will have you 

fill out an online form and submit it. 

4. If you don’t hear back after a couple days, look for a phone number on the website and call.  Tell them 

you are interested in volunteering, that you live in Sterling, and ask what volunteer opportunities they 

have available. 

 

You will need to submit: 

1. Documentation of your volunteer hours (a brief description of what you did, signed by someone at the 

campaign with their phone number or e-mail address).   

2. A one-page reflection paper  that answers the following questions:  what did you do, what did you learn, 

what surprised you about the experience, would you do it again (why or why not)? 

 

OPTION 2: 

Visit the U.S. Capitol and/or the U.S. Supreme Court. 

 Take a tour of U.S. Capitol (can be reserved online at www.visitthecapitol.gov  offered Monday to 

Saturday 8:45 AM to 4:15 PM) this will count as 2 articles; submit a picture as documentation.  

 Visit the House or Senate galleries (must visit when the House or Senate are in session to receive 

credit—gallery passes can be obtained by visiting the offices of your congressmen)—this will count as 1 

articles for each gallery; submit your gallery pass as documentation. 

 Visit the U.S. Supreme Court and attend a courtroom lecture 

(www.supremecourtus.gov/visiting/visiting.html -- offered Monday to Friday 9:30 to 3:30)—this will 

count as 2 articles; submit a picture as documentation. 

 Visit the offices of your Senators (Kaine and Warner) and Representatives (Wolf).  Members offices are 

located in office buildings adjacent to the U.S. Capitol, visit members’ websites for more information.  

this will count as one article for each office; submit a picture as documentation. 

 

You will need to submit: 

1.  Documentation (see description of required documentation for each option above) 

2. A one-page reflection paper per option  that answers the following questions:  what did you do, what did 

you learn, what surprised you about the experience, would you do it again (why or why not)? 

 

Feel free to e-mail Ms. Relator (Andrea.Relator@lcps.org), Mrs. Rodgers (Jennifer.Rodgers@lcps.org) or 

Mr. Welling (Greg.Welling@lcps.org) over the summer if you have any questions. 

 

http://www.visitthecapitol.gov/
http://www.supremecourtus.gov/visiting/visiting.html
mailto:Andrea.Relator@lcps.org
mailto:Greg.Welling@lcps.org

